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Program (as of July 2026)
Day 1: Friday, December 18, 2026 @ TKP ELGALA Hall

Time Program

12:30- Registration & Doors Open

13:40-14:00 (20 min) @ Opening Remarks

—Koichi Akashi (President, Kyushu University)

-Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
-Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

14:00-14:30 (30 min) @ Keynote Speech
-Seishi Okamoto (Corporate Executive Officer and EVP, Head of Fujitsu Research,
Fujitsu Limited)

14:40-16:00 (80 min) @ Case Presentations & Panel Discussion

The session will feature several distinguished speakers from diverse disciplinary and
professional backgrounds, who will share their experiences and insights. Their
presentations will be followed by a panel discussion exploring key themes and
perspectives.

Panelists:

-Seishi Okamoto
-Tadahisa Kagimoto (Representative Director, President and CEO, Healios K.K.)

-Natalie Konomi (Vice-Director, Kyushu University / Professor, International Strategy
Planning Office, Kyushu University)
-Saori Yabumoto (Senior Researcher, Organization & Human Capital Strategy Division /

Policy Research and Consulting Group, and CR Department Future Co-Creation Group,
Mitsubishi Research Institute, Inc.)

-Representative, University Collaboration Promotion Office, Innovation and
Environment Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

16:20-17:50 (90 min) @ Student Workshop @ Special Session
“Advancing Well-Being for | “Foreign National Doctoral Talent: Settling and
Doctoral Students: Succeeding in Japan”
Recommendations Panelists:
Development Workshop”

-Naoya Taniguchi (Special Assistant Professor, Career
(Open to Forum Participants

for Observation) Support Division, Institute for Advanced Education,

Nara Institute of Science and Technology /
Representative, TRI-PhD SALON)

-Aya Puka (Professional Career Development Program
Specialist, Office of the Dean, Okinawa Institute of
Science and Technology Graduate University / Deputy
Representative, TRI-PhD SALON)

-Kazuya Iseda (Manager, Energy Storage Research
Institute, New Materials Business Development
Center, Asahi Kasei Corporation)

-Xing Zhu (Nissan Research Center, Nissan Motor
Co., Ltd.)

18:10-19:30 (80 min) @ Reception




Day 2: Saturday, December 19, 2026 @ TKP ELGALA Hall

Time Program

9:00- Doors open

9:30-10:45 (75 min) @ Graduate Student Presentations

“Advancing Well-Being for Doctoral Students: Presentation of Recommendations to
Diverse Stakeholders”

10:45-11:45 (60 min) @ Fecatured Guest Talk

-Kazuto Ataka (Professor, Faculty of Environment and Information Studies, Keio
University / Senior Strategist, LY Corporation)

11:45-12:15 (30 min) @ Closing Remarks




